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ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL,

THE PREMIER (Hon. P. Collier—
Boulder) [3.51]: I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn till
4.30 p.m. to-morrow.

Question put and passed,

House adjourned at 53.52 p.m.

Legislative HAssembly.
WWednesday, 19th July, 1933,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-—-GOVERNMENT PART-
TIME EMPLOYEES.

As to Election Promise.

Mr. J. H. SMITH asked the Premier: 1,
What action is being taken to give effect to
the election promise and poliey that immed-
ilate full-time work for three months of
part-time employees wonld be instituted? 2,
Is it a faet that hundreds of men who were
part-time emplovees under the fortner Gov-
crument have reverted to sustenance condi-
tions? 3, When do the Government propose
to earrx their election promise into effect?

The PREMIFER replied: 1, Effect is heing
ziven to the poliecy of the Government. 2,
Some works were completed before the Loan
funds for this vear were made available hy
the Loan Council,and, consequently, some men
went back o sustenance, hut there ave 4,000
fewer men on snstenance now than there were
this time last year, 3, Answered by Yo, 1.

MOTIONS (2)—CONDOLENCE.

The late How. T. A. L. Davy, K.C., M.L.A,,
and the late Mr. H. J. Brown, M.L..1L

THE PREMIER (Hon P, Collier—
Boulder) [4.35]: Since the close of the last
Parliament two of our old and esteemed
memhers have passed from tbis life.  The
late Mr, Davy, who represented the West
Perth electorate for a period of ning vears,
and beld during the past three years the
high office of Attorney General, is no longer
with us. Mr. Davy was a man of (ine quali-
ties, and had a distinguished scholostic
earger. Coming to Western Australia as a
ehild, he spent his enrly school days in Cool-
gardie, subscquently winning a Rhodes
scholarzhip aud eoncluding his edueation at
the Oxford University. Following upon
that, Mr. Davy returned to this State to take
up active life, and during the too few years
that were spared to him he rendered distin-
guished service to Western Australin. Tle
was a man of brilliant parts in many re-
spects; and as regards his personality I am
sure I voice the feeling of every member of
the last Parliament, and of all who were
privileged to know the late Mr. Davy, when
I say that we have lost o personal friend.
To me the hours that I spent in his company
will be unforgettable. 1 am sure also that
every member of the House and all who en-
joyed the privilege of personal aequaintanee
with Mr. Davy will agree with me that his
passing represents a very great loss indeed
to Western Australia, The late Mr. Brown,
who represented the Pingelly electorate for
2 number of years, we partienlarly
loved. 1 do net think any member of
this Chamber for many years past
spoke to fuller henches than did the late
Mr. Brown. His genial personality ap-
pealed to all. e wus a rugged, conscien-
tious, capable and honest member of his
party.  He lived and worked. during the
vears that he was in this Hounse, for those
wham lie represented. His passing is indeed
1 great loss to the public life of this State,
and especinlly to the older members of the
Chamber. It is my melancholy duty to
Inove—

That this Iouse desires to place upon re-
cord its profound semse of the loss sustnined
in the passing of the late Tlon. Thomas Arthur

Lewis Davy, a member of this House and At
torney Genoral of the State at the time of his
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death, and that an expression of the sincerest
sympathy of members he conveyed to his
widow and fumily by Mr. Speaker. R

And that this House desires to place upon
record its profound sense of the loss sustained
in the passing of the late Mr. Henry James
Brown, a member of this House at the time
of his death, and that an cxpression of the
sincerest sympathy of members be conveyed to
his widow and family by Mr. Speaker.

MR. LATHAM (York) {4.39]: T second
the Premier’s motion. Few deaths, 1 believe,
have eansed so much sorrow to the people
of this State as that of the late Mr. Davy,
cut off, as he was, in the flower of his youth,
and, as the Premier bas remarked, with a
wonderful future awaiting a man of his
great attainments. 1t is diflicult to say to
what Mr. Davy would have attained pro-
fezsionally had he remained with us. There
can be ne question that had he confinued to
follow politics, he would have been in the
front rank of the public life of Australia.
This State has sustained a severe loss in his
passing; and there is, besides, the personal
loss suffered by a!l who knew him. A record
man in some respects, Mr. Davy had little
time for party polities, and this feature
probably more than any other endeared him
te all members of the Chamber. He had a
great ideal, a peculiarly fine ideal for a
young man, of placing country before party.
While many of us may desire the attainment
of that ideal, T fear it is still a long way off.
To the late Mr. Davy it would have been a
oreat pleasure and satisfaction could he have
seen such a position eventuate. We express
our decpest sympathy with his widow and his
young children. The loss of a man like Mr.
Davy, who deeply loved his home and his
family, must come as a tremendous shock;
and the absence of a father’s guiding hand
is a severe deprivation to young children.
The late Mr. Brown, as the Premier has men-
tioned, was a great charaster, and was loved
by everyone who had the privilege of know-
ing him. TFor his electors he did the very
best that was possible, serving them faith-
fully and weil for nine years in this Cham-
ber. His sudden demise was a severe shoek
to all who enjoyed the privilege of his
acquaintance. It is highly tragie that fwo
such men as Mr. Davy and Mr. Brown should
have heen eut off within a fortnight of each
other—the one in the prime of life, the other
doing his utmost in the interesis of his
electorate and of the State. Western Aus-
tralia has suffered a severe loss by the demise
of two public men who gave of their very

best. I repeat, we who had the privilege of
their friendship feel that we have sustained
a great loss indeed.

HON. N. EEENAN (Nedlands) [4.42]:
I would not have thought it necessary to add
anything to what has been so ably said by
the Premier and the Leader of the Opposi-
tion, but for the faet that Mr. Davy was not
only a member of the party with wwhich
I am  particularly allied but alse a
member of iy profession. We had
bonds in eommon, outside this Cbam-
ber, of the closest possible charae-
ter. Mr. Davy was not merely a man
of promise in our ecommon profession, hut &
man who had achieved suceess, who, although
a very young man, had a standing as a law-
ver which was recognised as being very high,
And so the loss is also a personal one for
me, not merely the loss of one with whom I
was associated politically. The loss to the
State is great, because naturally it is a mat-
ter of great value that there shonld be in our
community men who are recognised as being
lawyers of the highest standing. The inter-
pretation of the law remains in our hands,
whatever Parliament may do; and therefore
it is a matter of great importanee to the
public that the legal profession should
always possess men who are capable of
interpreting the laws correctly. Mr. Davy
would have been a leader in that regard had
it pleased Providence to spare lhis life. As
for his political worth, everyvone in this
House knows it better even than I do. We
all regret that a young man with a strong
young mind, fearless, capable of facing any
position and finding a solution, should have
disappeared so suddenly from our midst., T
am sure we all extend to his widow and his
faily our condolences; and we hope that
perhaps this may in some measure alleviate
the pain they suffer.  As regards the late
Mr. Brown, I only met that gentleman in
these halls; but as has been so truly said by
the Premier, to meet Mr. Brown was to love
him. He was a man of very open mind and
manner, and invariobly—although sometimes
one felt inclined to laugh at what he said—
nttered something that was worth listening
to, uttered sound, rugged common sense;
and, after all, it is common sense we must
rely upon to pull this country through, So
we regret his loss from our midst; and I feel
sure that we all sympathize deeply with his
relatives.

Question passed; members standing.
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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
Second Day.
Debate resumed frown the previous day.

MR. LATHAM (York) [452]: In eom-
mon with other members, I heard His Ex-
cellency the Lieut.-Governor read his
Spesch to members of Parlinment yester-
day, and I desire to take this opportunity
to congratulate His Exeellency on the ap-
pointment he has received at the hands of
His Majesty the King. Perhaps it is
unique in the history of Dominion Parlia-
ments that a man should step from the
Premiership into the position of Lieut.-
Governor.

Mr. Raphael: It was not our fault,

Mr. LATHAM: There have been in-
stunces of Governors having subsequently
become Premiers of the countries where they
were formerly engaged as Viee Regal repre-
sentatives. I would cite Sir George Grey,
who at one time was Governor of the colony
of New Zealand, as it was designated in
those days, and who subsequently became
Premier of that country. T am sure that His
Excellency, Sir James Mitehell, will #il
his present office with due dignity, with
honour to himself and credit to the State.
We must all acknowledge that the honour
accorded His Exeellency represents an ap-
propriate closing phese to his publie life.
The appointment of Sir James Mitehell cer-
tainly gave effect to the policy enunciated
by representatives of the Lahour Party
from time to time that if we are to have
Governors, they shall be Australian-
born

M. Raphael: But of our way of thinking.

Mr. LATHAM: I do not know ahowt
that, but I extend my congratnlations to
the Government on the appointment that
has been made,

Mr. Raphael: Tt was not ours; do not
blame us. It was a pure aceident.

Mr. LATHAM: Then T will say that the
choice was that of His Majesty the King,
if that will be more acceptable to the hon.
member. I congratulate the Premier on
the number of members elected to this
Chamber to sapport him. In the cirenn-
stances, of cotirse, he will not Iook to mem-
hers sitting on the Opposition side of the
House to render him asgistance.

Mr. Ferguson: You cannot blame His
Majesty for that.

Mr. LATHAM: Havdly.

The Minister for Works: I think you
should congratulate His Majesty, rather
than blame him.

Mr. LATHAM: The result achieved was
ab the hands of the public in consequence
of the poliey upon which the Premier and
his supporters went to the country. I feel
sure some promises were made during the
course of the eleetion that will be hard to
fulfil.

Mr. Raphael: Not with the brains that
we have on the Government side of the
Housge.

Mr. LATHAM : If the advent of the new
regime means the restoration of a period
of prosperity such as the State enjoyed
when Labour was last in power, I can as-
sure the House that I shall be delighted at
the changed eonditions, beecause it will be
admitted that the last three years have
been extremely sirenuous, prebably more
strenuons than any formerly experienced
by a Government in this Siate. T repeat
that the Premier will not require the as-
sistance of Opposition members in his task
of giving effect to his policy and to the pro-
mises he made. Incidentally, T hope we
shall not engage in a contest fo see whe
can out-do the other at election time with
regard to the making of promises. During
the last campaign some extravagant pro-
mises were made, some of which we know
it will he impossible to live up to. TWe shall
e¢ndeavour to see that effect is given to
those that were made, where possible.

AMr. Raphael: Evidently your mind does
not revert to those made three years ago.

Mr., LATHAM: I tender my congratnla-
tions to the new members who have been
elected to this Chamber. My association
with the Tegislative Assembly extends over
a period of 12 years, and never before have
I seen such a grent change-over. It may be
a good thing, for new members will bring
new ideas, hnt the tesk of giving effect to
those new ideas will be found difficulf. T
hope those who are fresh to parliamentary
work will not be disappointed if they eannot
give effect to the great ideals they indicated
before they were clected to this Chamber.
I regret the loss of some of my colleagues in
the Mitchell Government, as well as other
private members who fell by the wayside at
the last election. It can be said of every
one of them that they rendered loyal and
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splendid services to the State, It is difficult
to persvade electors that what has been done
has been for their own good. As a result
of the recent election, the services of some
of the most able men Western Australia
has experienced were Jost to the State, at
any rate for the time being. Then, again,
I congratulate the Lieut-Governor on the
splendid testimonial he gave to the Mitchell
Government. I have never read a hetter
testimonial than that emhodied in the Speech.
It was a splendid onc. There may be some
reason for it, but T will not advance it in
this Chamber,
Mr. Patrick: It is worth framing.

Mr. LATHAM: That is so. Members on
the Opposition side are somewhat disap-
pointed that no idea has been Ffurnished as
to what alterations the Government propose
to make. The Speech represents a review
of the work of the past three vears and in-
dicates the advances made under most diffi-
cult circumstances. It largely amounts to
congratulations to the Mitehell Government
for the wonderful work achieved hy that
Adminisiration, for which I am very grate-
ful. T notiee that the first matter dealt with
in the Lieut.-Governor's Speech relates to
the secession referendum and conveys the in-
timation that the Government intend to give
careful consideration to the best methods to
be adopted in order to give effeet to the de-
cision of the people. I am pleased to know
that. T realise it would he unwise to indulge
in undue haste, for the problem is one that
demands careful consideration. 1 hope the
Governmenft will give early consideration to
it, because I believe some solution of our
difficuities will be provided from that sourec.
How far it may he possible to go, and the
manner in which the Government propose
to deal with it, we shall have submitted to
us, I understand, at an early date, My svm-
pathy goes nut to the Treasurer for, like
the late Treasurer during the last three
vears, the present Treasurer for the next
three vears will have to bear the heat and
burden of the day. Ordinary Ministers nre
the members of the Government who do the
spending whenever they can get the money,
and it is the Treasurer's difficulty to provide
that money. While I congratulate the Treas-
urer on his having got a greater amount of
loan funds than the late Treasurer was ahle
to secure, at the same time I do hope the

additional money will be spent exelusively
on reproductive works. It is nol easy to
find work on which the money can he wisely
spent, and there have heen mentioned in the
Press some works about which I kave serious
douhts as to their capacity to return interest
on the propesed expenditure. And, fur-
ther, I have doubts as to the wisdom of car-
rving ont some of those works. It is of no
use pretending that borrowing money and
spending it will bring us prosperity, The
only way to get hack to prosperity is to
seceure hetter prices for the goods we are
producing. Until that can be hrought about,
Western Australia and other countries will
continue to experience great difficulties. OF
course, we can have a svstem of bonusing
wheat-growers and wool-growers, hut that is
only taking money out of one pocket to put
it into another. The only thing we can do
at present is to try to keep down costs. In
His Excellency’s Speech, reference is made
to the high interest rafes. I agree that we
must endeavour to get the interest rates
down, and s0 induce the people to invest
their money. Tt is of no use having money
locked up in the bank, and if we can get
our hank interest rates reduced, we shall he
compelling the investor to look for more pro-
fitable avenucs of investment. The prim-
ary industries are erippled because  of
the very high rafe of interest many of them
are paying. Even though the Associated
Banks bave brought down their interest to
514 per cent., we require still cheaper money.
There iz no harm in borrowing money if we
invest the sum where it will earn interest and
a margin towards the redemption of the
lean. In Australia during the last two years
we have had inflation, and that has
agsisted to tide us over our financial crisis
during the period of depression: hut un-
fortunately the Governmenis of Australia
have had fo pay their debts overseas by a
deflated eurrency instead of an inflated one.
Many think—the member for North-East
Fremantle mentioned it yesterday—that we
can live within ourselves, that we should be
able to get enough money by taking in each
other’s washing. However, it is uiterly im-
possible to provide any remedy by that
means. We have to rememher that our
troubles are the result of a tremendous fall
in the national income, which is prineipally
derived from the primary prodncers. There
has been an immense falling-off in the rev-
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enue earned; the primary producers bave
increased production, only to find a great
reduction in their incomes, In 1927-28
the national income was £45,743,000, and
for 1931-32 it was ouly £34,000,000, or
£11,000,000 less, which means, of course,
£11,000,000 less in circulation, and in con-
sequence men were thrown ount of employ-
ment. Until we ean get our people to pro-
duce their goods at a payable price, our diffi-
culties will remain. During the last three
vears we have inereased the output of our
wheat by one-third, yet there has bheen a
falling-off of £10,000,000 in the income of
the wheat-growers during that period. A
lot of people entertain the idea that Western
Australia is a very wealthy country. It is
wealthy through its national resonrces, but
its people are not by any means wealthy. It
ts quite a new country and the amount that
has been obtained from our primary indus-
tries bas all gone hack into developmnent
work. So there is very little aceumulaied
wealth in the State, and thevefore we are not
Able to stand up to adversity as well as the
Kastern Stateg can. L have taken out Some
figures from the report of the Commissioner
of Taxation for last vear. Tt is surprising to
note the falling-off in taxable incomes of the
people of Western Australia. In 1929-30,
with incomes hetween £301 and £500 there
were 14,832 taxpavers, but in 1931-32 that
number had fallen to 9,565, In 1929-30, with
incomes from £501 to £700 there were 3,880
taxpayers, but in 1931-32 the number had
dvopped to 2,369. In 1929-30, with incomes
from £701 to £1,000 there were 2,008 tax-
pavers, whereas in 1931-32 the number was
only 1,045. In 1929-30, with incomes from
£1,001 to £1,500 there were 1,162 taxpayers,
but in 1931-32 the number had dropped to
517. 1In 1929-30, with incomes from £1,501
to £3,000 there were 1,003 taxpayers, but
their number fell to 430 in 1831-32. In
1929-30, with incomes of £5,000 and over
there were 95 taxpayers, but in 1931-32 the
number was down to 13. After all, the
people with big incomes are employers of
lnbour, and consequently the falling-off in
their returns aggravates the position. Those
figures are worth studying, for they show
how poor in actual cash the people really
are. Their properiies will be worth a great
deal when things become normal again, hut
it is the ready ecash that is required to-day.
Tt is of no use borrowing money with the
idea of ereating prosperity, for we cannot

create prosperity artificially, or, at all events,
not for any length of time, for eventnally it
renders the position worse. The borrowing
of money assists us for the time being, but
in the end it is only loading industry with
interest that bas to be met by the primary
producers. Again, it is of no use thinking
we can recover prosperity in Western Aus-
tralia withoui prosperity for the whole of
Australia and indeed for the rest of the
world. Admittedly we may do something to
improve the position here, but unfortnnately
the tremendous liability Australia has over-
seas constitutes a - very serious dificulty.
After all, o State Treasurer has very little
say in the finances of his State, for
we handed over financial control to the
Loan Council when we entered the Finan-
cial Agreement. Much has heen said
against that agreement, but probably had
we nof entered into it the position would
have been still worse. However, the sover-
cignty of this State has been whittled
away, Our Premier goes over to the Loan
Council, where he has but one voice in
seven and so le cannot get much pew
money. And to-day we are even frittering
away the powers vested in this House by
the Constitution. The Federal Government
are doing exactly the same, for they ap-
point all sorts of irresponsible boards and
shoulder them with a responsibility for
which they answer to nobody. The
Tariff Board is a striking instance. That
board imposes Customs duties which are
allowed to operate for years before the
people’s representatives confirm or reject
them. The same thing is happening in all
the States; that is to say, the appointing
of boards to do the work of Ministers, It
is taking away the powers of the people’s
representatives and flouting the old axiom,
‘“tiovernment of the people by the people,”’
for it has now become in many respects the
government of the people by boards. The
Minister for Employment and Industry is
very unwise in throwing on to others a
responsibility for whieb they will be an-
swerable to nobody. The Minister himself
was appointed to do the work, and I was
hopeful he would try to carry into effect
what he so frequently advocated when on
this side of the House.

The Minister for Justice:
he departed from that9

My, LATHAM: He has appointed hoards.

|Where has
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The Minister for Justice: He has

pointed an advisory eouncil.

Mr. LATHAM; Tt is the same thing.

The Minister for Justice: No, you were
talking about self-governing bhoards.

Mr. LATHAM: This is practieally n
self-governing Loard to lind employment
for the unemployed.

The Minister for Justice: You spoke
of the Tariff Board, which is very differ-
ent.

My, LATHAM: The Tariff Board is the
worst instance of all, making laws to ¢om-
pel the people to pay taxation throngh the
Customs for years without any due auth-
ority, We ought to do our best to discour-
age the appointment of boards and eoun-
cils,

The Mintster for Justice: Advisory conn-
cils bave always been in existence.

My, LATHAM: Every Minister bas the
right to eall in anyone whom: he thinks
can advise him; but to have these big cum-
hersome, useless boards who are half the
time ruarrelling amongst themselves is of
ne use at all. So I do not look for any
great relief in thai dirvection. As [ said
before, it is throwing on to other people
the responsibility that should devolve upon
the Minister for Employment. The most
heartening news we have heard for some
time is the advanee in the prices of primary
commodities. That will have the eflect of
bringing more money into the State and ve-
lieving the uneinployment problem. If we
can only get the money, that problem will
soon disappear. I have a chart which 1
intend to lay upon the table showing the
relation hetween the -primary producing
and the industrial sections of the commun-
ity. Only an improvement in the prices of
primary commodities will enable us to over-
come the existing difficulty. In the last
three yvears very poor prices have been re-
alised for our timber, but during the last
few months the market has improved. It
is sad to fraverse the South-West and
there find people who had had employment
in the timber industry thrown ont of work,
with nothine to do and with no money to
keep themselves. T am pleased that an im-
provement has heen recorded in the timher
industry. T cannot agree with the member
for North-East Fremantle {Mr. Torkin) in
the opinion that we ean solve aur prob-
lems here.

ap-

My. Withers: I would not expect yvou to
agree with him,

Mr. LATHAM: L would not agree with
the member for Bunbury; I know him too
well.  We have to depend upon the prices
obtainable in overseas markefs. It is a
tragedy that while wheat was selling here
for 2s. to 3s. per bushel it was bringing
us hizh as 19s. on the vontlnent. 1f we
did not have any overseas debts on which
to pay interest, and if we did not have to
buy any.of our requirements outside the
State, we mizht be able to give effect to
the suggestion made by the member for
North-East Fremantle yesterday., Buc
when we have to pay interest on overseay
debts and when we have to purchase re-
quirements abroad, there is only one way
to meet nur obligations and that is by the
export of primary commodities. We have
not sufficient gold to pay all our commit-
ments, Although Western Australia pro-
duces 83 or 83 per cent. of the wold
vield of the Commonwealth., we have
not sufficient gold with which to meet
onr ecommitments abroad, and =0 we
have 1o export primary products, In-
terchange of trade is essentinl. No coun-
try ean pay its commitments in gold. The
demanding of payment in gold has hroneit
ahout many of the diflieulties confronting
the world; prohibiting the importation of
goods has added to the diffieulties. Many
things we need and eannot produce are avail-
dble on tie Continent, but the people on
the Continent are required to puay suo wuch
for wheat and other commodities we ean
supply that they cannot afford to buy. 1T
hope that secession will have the effeet of
re-opening that trade channel between us
and Xurope.

The Minister for Works: How will seces
sion help it?

Mr., LATHAM: We should be able io
deal with the couniries of Europe individu-
allv. The present trouble is the demanding
of payment in gold.  The paper lira of
Ttaly, for instance. would be useless here.
So, too, would he the metal emrrency of that
country.  The countries of Furope cannot
pay in zald. Tf we could take their goods
in exchange for owr primary products, it
would be possible to trade with them. To
that is attributable the failnre of the Fen-
nomic C'ouncil. Every conntry desires to pre-
serve the some policys no one wants to wet
out of step. Tf trade were untrammelled we
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could take from Europe the goods we need
at a price we could afford to pay and they
could receive from us the wheat necessary
to maintain their national life, T believe
it is possible for that to be done. If we
got secession I hope the Minister will en-
deavour to make available to the producers
of Western Australia the markets that need
our eommodities. Nations the world over
have bheen busy erecting tariff barriers.

The Minister for Justice: Through feel-
ings of intense nationalism.

My, LATHAM: Yes, and no doubt the
demand for war indemnities has been greatly
responsible. America and Franee, hy their
hourding of gold, have impoverished other
eountries, and many people have been
thrown out of employment because the mills
have ceased to operate, due to there being
no markets for goods when manufuctured.
Every country apparently desires to be a
seller and no one desires to be a buyer.
Western Australia ean afford to bhe a buyer
provided she can dispose of her wheat, wool,
timber and other commodities at a reasonable
price.

The Minister for Justice: Every coun-
try desires a favourable trade balance, and
how is that possible?

Mr. LATHAM: The prohlem is causing
great concern the world over, JMeetings of
councils are being held in the hope of find-
ing some solution, but we do not seem to
get any neaver to a solution. T believe thai
my suggestion would provide a solution. It
is idle to contend that we could live as a
self-contained community, because we would
he faced with the difficulty of paying the
interest on our overseas debt. There are
times when I wonder whether we shall be
able to pay our overseas interest hill. It is
not dishonest if a2 man cannot pay, but it is
dishonest if le does not pay when he can.
Sometimes [ wonder whether Western Aus-
tralia and Australia will he able to continue
to carry the present load. The Common-
wealth has a tremendous national debt, over
£1,200,000,000, for a population of 64 mil-
lion people. On top of that are the private
dehts. Unless a reduction of the interest
rate ean he secured, T am afraid we shall
have to do as the individual has to do,
namely, ask fo be relieved of our interest
payments, 1 do not think it would bhe dis-
honest to ask for such reliet. I hope that
the people who have invested their money

in Government stock will realise that they
ought to make a sacrifice similar to that be-
ing made by the people who are paying the
interest. It is impossible for the people
engaged in industry to continue to earry the
present tremendous load. During the last
tew years the primary producer has
been intensely loyal to the State by
continuing £0 produce, noiwithstanding
the knowledge that, by so doing,
he was bound fo ineur a debit bal-
ance.  Probably some wheat growers and
pastoralists are making a little out of in-
dustry, but eoliectively the primary produe-
ers are making a loss, and yet they continue
to render a great national service to the
State. Of this service there should he some
acknowledgment by lessening costs to them.
The Government have promised to relieve
the unemployment gituation, but so far they
have not made very much progress. 1 ad-
mit that the Treasurer has only just sue-
ceeded in making arrangements for the cur-
rent year’s finance,

Mr, Wilson: The Treasary was empty.

Mr, LATHAM: The previous Govern-
ment were only allowed to draw require-
ments monthly. We could not do, as the
present Premier, when Leader of the Op-
position, suggested we should do, namely,
write out a cheque for £100,000 and present
it to the bank to be honoured. The bank
would not have honoured such a cheque for
us, and I do not think it would do so for
him. We received the money month by
month, and at the end of the month we hod
to halanee and show that we had not over-
drawn accounts.

The AMinister for Employment interjected.

Mr. LATHAM: We had only safficient
money to carry on with. We might have
lkad another £100,000 had the hon. membher
not prevented our getting it by indulging
in long and tedious debates last session. The
Minister for Employment has a fuil-time
job. I wish to quote from some of the dod-
gers circulated during the recent election
‘eampaign.

Mr, Wilson: They are old.

Mr. LATHAM: One of the dodgers is
beaded “Change the Government before it is
too latel”

Mr. Wilson: Hear, hear!

Mr. LATHAM: This dodger alleged that
the workers would be menaced by three
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things if Labour did not win the clectivn,
one of those things being “the creation of o
non-democratic Legislative .\ssembly dom-
inated by Tories and reactionaries.” [ liope
there are not many reactionaries in the new
Govermnent,  because the Premier will be
confronted with saflicient trouble without
having touy many reactionaries in his party.
One of the dedgers contained a porirait of
the Minister for Agriculfure.

Mr. Wilson: He takes a poor photograph.

Mr. LATHAM: In this one he looked
eross, as if in doubt as to how the election
was likely to result. Another dodger ad-
dressed 10 all sustenanee workers and hear-
ing the signature of the present Premier,
eontainerd the following :—

In the event of a Labour Government being

returned to power you are given the following
assurane = :—i( 11 A measure will he introduesd
to provide for genera]l insuranee against sick-
ness, aecident and unemployment.  {2) The
first big effort will he to get all men hack to
weork,
We tried to do that for three years, so 1
can assure the Minister for Fmplovment
that he ha= a full-time job. The dodger eon-
tinned—

(3} Until No. 2 is achieved, progressive im
provement will be made in sustenance ¢mdis
tions by (a) employing men in baiches and by
rotation on fudl time for a period of three

months, and then reverting to sustonanee rafes
nntil their torn again eomes for full time.

The Minizter for Mines: Read it correctly.
You have omitte¢d a word,

My, LATHAXM: All T omitted was the
word immediately  before “three
months.”

The Minister for Mines: You-are a beanty
at misrepresentation.

Mr. LATHAM: T would not suggest that
the Minister for Mines was the author of the
dodeer.

The Minister For Mines: But I knew =t
onve thai vou had omitted a word.

Ar. LAYTHAM: Aunvhow the inclusion of
the word “<ay™ makes no difference. I heavd
a man remark, " The new Government have
not provided n-~ with the three month<’ work
on full time.” and the man addressed replied,
“No, vou are on three months’ sustcnance
for o while.”

Mr. Raphael: They would have been
on 55 a week if you had had the hanilng
of the matrer inueh longer.

xay,”

Mr. LATHAM: The hon. member should
speak for himself. The dodger continueri—

{b) Ruepeal the cxisting condition that mo
une is entitled to obtain work unless receiving
sustenance,

'Phat nssurance is likely to require the atten-
tion of the Minister for Emplovment for a
long time.-

The Minister for Emplovment: It bas
ulready reecived altention.

Mre. LATHAM: Many men new engoged
in industry will requive relief and the Min-
ister wiil have themn on his hands. ‘That will
not help him.

Mr. Hawke: Ls that another testimonial to
vour Governmenlt?

Mr. LATHAM: No, that arises fromn the
impossibility of finding warkets for our
commoditics.

Mr. Hawke: The present Government will
find the oney,

Mr. LATHAM: The dodger continned-—

(¢) Repeal the existing condition that all
men must ageept work away from home irres-
pective of whether they are physically fit and
without regard te their domestic obligations.
(41 Provide that all men employed on coun-
trey juhbs nway from home shall be paid at
lenst the basie wage while so employed.

Thev were paid the basie wage while s0 em-
ploved during the previows adminisiration,

My, Sleeman: Were they?

Mr. LATHAM: Yes, 1 know of no in-
stance i which n man did not reeeive the
hasic wage while so emploved. Consequently
that will he no innovation.

AMiss Molman: What about “kittv™?

Mr. LATHAM: | have not met her. T
know they were paid the basic wage during
the time they were employed.

Miss Holman: Plenty of sudtenanec men
were sorry they ever did meet her.

The Premijer: She was not a nice girl.

Mr. LATHAM: Evidently not. 1 am glad
Y did not meet her. Tt is elear that the Min-
ister for Employment will have to devote
most of his time to solving the wvarious
problems that will confront him, T am sure
his will be a full time job. These documents
will be well worth preserving, and should
certainlv he useful in three vears' time.

The Mipister for Mines: You will not find
anything in them as bad as “work for all.”

Mr. LATHAM: We did not publish that
in pamphlet form,

The Minister for Mines: Yes, you did. 1
can produee a copy for vou.
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Mr. LATHAM: It will be handy to keep
these documents. Last yesr they were all on
the one side, and now fhere are some on
the other side.

The Minister for Works: “Work and
prosperity for all.”” It was your Leader who
had one of those things printed,

The Minister for Agricultnre: We have
preserved your poliey speech too.

Mr. LATHAM: T will tell the Government
a little about that. I hardly think the ecandi-
dates who went on the public platform be-
Lieved they could gull the people in the way
some of them intended to do. Of course I
do not think that had anything to do with
the result of the election. .

The Minister for Agriculture: They were
not gulls.

Mr. LATHAM: They were gulls if they
took any notice of what the Minisier said.

The Minister for Mines: They took so
muech notice that they turned yon down.

Mr, LATHAM: T do not believe that was
the cause of onr losing one seat.

The Premier: Look at the other party.

Mr. LATHAM: A similar thing hap-
pened in South Australia when the Gov-
crnment were defeated on the same day as
the defeat of the Government in Western
Ausiralia. JIn a time of trouble and stress
people think that a change cannot make
things any worse, and they eertainly made
a change. Everything in the garden, how-
ever, is not as beautiful as people would
lead us to assume.

Mr. Heguey: We hope at all events it will
not be any worse,

Mr. LATHAM : 1 hope nat too. If mem-
bers opposite are going to endeavour to live
up to those pawmphlets they will have some-
thing to do. T do not like post-mortems, and
do not iniend to have any, but I think it is
worth while telling the Honse exactly what
1 said and how I was misreported. The head-
ing in this particular case was “Arbitration
and Workers’ Compensation.” What I said
was—

The operations of the State and Federal
Arbitration Courts and the incidence of work-
ers’ compensation affect industry considerably,

and because of this we contend that there
should be a revicw of our arbitration laws.

Not their abolition.

We believe that the Court should comnsist of
a President only, with representatives of the
employers and employces acting as advocates
for their respective inteveats. The duplication
of machinery and the system at present in op-
eration are unnecessarily costly.  Then, in

[ASSEMBLY.]

making an award we believe that the President
should take inte consideration not only the
wages to which an employee might be entitled,
or what an employer can pay, but also the
ability of the industry to carry the finanecial
burden.

Members opposite will realise that they can-
not impose burdens on industry without
meebing with the trouble that we encounter
to-day, and without creating uwnemplovment.
The extract continnes-—

It is useless to pursuc a policy of wage fix-
ation if the amount so paid is to be added to
the cost of commodities and eveutuvally passed
on, leaving u pyramiding of costs which be-
eome greater than industry ean bear and fin-
ally bring about o eessation of aetivities.

There is nothing unreasonable in that, or
anything to which exeeption can be taken.
Members will agree that it is stupid to have
two men who are biassed, sitting on either
side of the table. After all, the President
has to dectde. 1 have never known the sub-
sidiary members on the Bench, representing
opposite interests as they do, to agree.

The Minister for Mines:; Then you have
not read many of the Arbitration awards.

Mr. LATHAM: They have not agreed on
any important matter, but thev sometimes
have done 50 in small matiers. A judgre fre-
quently has the liberty of the piople in his
hands. The President of the Arhitration
Court merely decides these issues. The evi-
denee iz all placed before him, and the cases
are argued by the advocates. Tt is nzneers-
sary to have the cumbersome court that
exists to-day.

The Minister for Works: This court does
its work more expeditiously than the Federal
Court does.

Mr. LATHAM: That conrt has to travel
far and wide.

The Minister for Works: Tt only deals
with a limited number of industries.

Mr. LATHAM: Many more awards are
dealt with here than is the case with the Fed-
eral Court. The extract continnes-—

We desire the adeption of a more scientifie
method of determining what is a fair thing to
all concerned. The Federal Basie Wage as it
applies to the State would, if ndopted, obviate
the duplication now taking place, and wounld
bring Western Australia into line with Vie-
toria and Tasmania where the Federal wage
is accepted as a hasis for wage adjusiment,
Tt is unseatisfactorr to find two men side by
side working under @ifferent arbitratinn laws,
one receiving more than the other heecause of
the difference in the hasic wape, vet both
having to pay exactly the same priee for com-
modities.
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I have here the quarterly summary of Aus-
tralian Statisties, Bulletin No. 131, dated
Mareh, 1933. 1 wish to show what the re-
lationship of the basic wage was in the
different States at that time., The basic
wage for Vietoria was fixed by the Com-
monwealth award. In New South Wales
the basic wage was £3 8s. 6d. a week, plus
child allowance; in Queensland it was £3
14s. 0d.; in South Australia £3 35 0d.; and
in Western Australia £3 9s. ¢d. In Tas-
mania the Federal award, as well as in Vie-
toria, was followed us nearly as possible.

The Minister for Works: To which indus-
try do you refer?

Mr. LATHAM: 1 am referring to the
basic wage fixed by the State Arhitration
Courts. This applies to all industries, with
the usual allowance for skill.

The Minister for Works: You have quoted
the basic wage for each State.

Mr, LATHAAM: The Federal basic wage
in Svdney, under the Harvester enuivalent
(plus adjusted “Powers” 3s.}) was 73s. 4d,,
in Melbourne it was 70s. 4d., in Brishane
855, 11d., in Adelaide €i5s. 9d., and in Perth
(65, 5d, agnainst GYs. for the State basic
wage, 1t was submitted to the clectors that
I bad the wonderful idea of reducing the
basic wage by 10s. a week. Our opponents
made use of Lhe fact that there was a weekly
rate reduction of 10 per cent. provided by
the Federal Arbitration Court, bringing the
wages down to 35s. 9d. Vietoria has a lower
hasie wage than we have, and yet it is one
of those States where the Savings Bank fig-
ures have increased during the last few
months. I notice that the people scem to
he more prosperous in that and some of the
other States than they are here, where the
basic wage is at a higher rate.

Mr. Hawke: There is a hig proportion of
Scottish people in Victoria.

Mr. LATHAM: We can take the Savings
Bank accounts of the people as a fairly
good barometer of the prozperity of the
State. It is usually the savings of the wage
earners that are deposited in the Savings
Bank. In New South Wales during the last
twelve months there has heen an inerease in
deposits of £579,000, in Victoria an inerease
of £2,491,000, in Queensland an inerease of
£337,000, in South Australia an inerease of
£958,000 (the wage is lower there than it is
here), in Tasmania an inerease of £3%3,000.
and in Western Australia a deerense of
£190,000. A different basie wage throughout

Australia must of necessity bring about the
position that the people who are engaged in
industry ,in the Kastern Stutes are able to
place their goods on the market here at a
lower priee than that at which we can pro-
ducve them vurselves, That seems to be the
tronde  To-day our people huy Eastern
States goods, and a lesser wage is paid to
keep people employed in other places whilst
our own people are out of work., What 1
wanted to do was to bring about a better dis-
tribution of the work. 1 am also concerned
about the young people. What opportuni-
ties for work have they?

The Minister for Works: You wanted a
levelling down of prices.

My, LATHAM: 1 do not say so.

The Minister for Works: You do. You
wanted the Federal basic wage to apply in
Western Australia, and that would have heen
approximately 10s, a week less.

My, LATHAM: I have just read to the
House the extract from the speeeh I deliv-
ered,

The Minister for Works: No other inter-
pretation can be put upon your remarks.

Mr. LATHADM: If the Federal basie wage
had gone up what excuse would the Minis-
ter have advance? then?

The Minister for Works: You did not con-
tradiet the statement,

Mr. LATHAM: I did contradiet
every opportuanity.

The Minister for Works:
tor someone else to do.

Mr. LATHAM: The Minister only reads
into iy speech what suits him, and leaves
out those things whieh do not sunit him,

The Minicier for Agriculture: You have
quoted your own words.

Mr. LATHAM: T have read an extract
from my speech.

The Minister for Works: We quoted from
the “Primary Produocer,” your own paper.

Ar. LATHAM: This speech is copied
from the “Primary Producer” and guoted by
the “West Australian.” TIf T had quoted
from the “West Australian” some of the
remarks made hy the Premier I am sure T
should have heen misrepresenting him. T
know he did not say what the “West Aus-
trolian™ elaimed that he said.

The Minister for Mines: In regard to that
speech the “Primary Producer” and the
“West Australian” ave identical,

AMr. LATHAM: The Minisier might check
that.

it at

You left that
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The Minister for Mines: I have checked it.
I go jurther and say that you supplied the
“Primary Produeer” with a eopy of your
speech before it was delivered, and they pub-
lished it accordingly. It was the same &s
that which appeared in the “West Austra-
lian

Mr. LATHAM: 1 cannot help what the
Minister for Mines says. His intentions are
all right, but sometimes he goes astray, as
he has done on this occasion,

The Minister for Mines: I am sure [ have
not strayed.

M», LATHAM: I say definit:y this is
what was said, and what was published in
the “Primary Producer.”

The Minister for Agriculture: Do you say
the “West Australian” report was untrue?

Mr. LATHAM: I say that that paper did
not quote my remarks as I delivered them.

Tre Minister for Agrienlture: You have
waited several months to say so.

Mr, LATHAM : I have said it repeatedly.
There are many oeeasions when it is inadvis-
able to see a thing. There are none so blind
as those who will not see.

The Minister for Mines: Copies from hoth
papers were ent out and pasted alongside
cach other, and they were the same.

The Minister for Justice: We will move
a vote of thanks to you for saying if.

The Minister for Agriculture: There is
the result of your speech on the National
henches.

Mr. LATHAM: Does the Minister think
the people were so easily gulled as to helieve
something that was never stated?

The Minister for Works: Did yon net
want them to believe it?

Mr. LATHAM: I say I never said it
I can assure hon. members that if they think
they won the cleetion on those lines, they
have not the same ideas as I have. Just as
the people sometimes think at the end of
three vears that they desire a change, so they
thought when the last general elections took
place that they required another Govern-
ment after having passed through the three
worst years in the State’s history. 1 do not
say that what was experienced during those
three years was the fault of the Goverhment
that was in power. I would not blame the
Leader of the present Government, if he had
heen in power instead of the Covernmnent
that recently went out of office, and had heen
unahle to satisfy the people. The Govern-
ment now in power went out of office a little

over three years ago at a4 time which was
fortunate for them, heeause the prices of
wheat and  wool  immediately afterwards
statted to go down.

The Premier: That was heecause we were
defeated.

The Minister for Justice: And now the
prices are going up again.

Mr. LATHAM: I notice that, I will not
regret the ¢hange of Government if that
change brings with it prosperity for the
people. 1t the people want us at a future
date to assume control of the affairs of the
State, we shall be ready to take over the
reins. I have here a chart prepared by Pro-
fessor Shann and I daresay some hon. mem-
bers have seen it. It shows the prices that
were obtained for our farm produects and
industrial costs from 1927 to 1932. The red
ling on the chart denotes the industrial
prices, while the black line represents the
value of farm products. During the period
hetween 1927 and 1929 the red and the black
lines were running closely together, but after
that, when the lines started to fall back,
trouble set in. 1 should like to peint out
that anything that is done in the way of
inereasing taxation, and inereasing the cost
of commodities, is reflected in the red line.
In 1928, when Mr. Scullin imposed the sales
tax, the red line immediately shot forward
until it reached its present level. The peal
work of the Government is to bring these
lines together, and when that comes about
we shall have prosperity again. We must
be careful that we do not do anything that
will advange the red line. If the red line
goes on inereasing in length the result will
be the collapse of our industries,  There
must be a margin for the producer to work
on otherwise it is impossible for him to
carry on.

The Minister for Works: There has heen
a considerable advance in the price of wheat
sinee this Government took aover.

Mr. LATHAM.: If there is anything for
which I ¢an blame the hon. member, it will
not be that.

The JMinister for Works: I do not want
any hlame.

Mr. LATHAM: As T said hefore, so long
as the Government bring prosperity to the
State, we shall not regrct the change. I
propose to lay the chart on the Table of the
House, so that members may give it some
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study. If we are able to raise prices in
some way, so much the better, but I do not
know of any way by which we ean advance
the prices for farm produce, though we ean
bring down industrial costs. If we do not
bring down those ecosts, we are hound te
have our industries collapsing. That is what
I am concerned ahout. The Minister for
Employment has told us ahout the wonder-
ful advantage that will he gained by finding
fuli-time work for people whether they are
on sustenanee or not. This will mean en-
couraging people to ieave their farma.

The Mimster for Lands: There are many
now who want to get back to their farms.

Mr. LATHAM: Things are beginning to
settle down to-day in comparison with what
was the position a year or two ago. The
great trouble we experienced was to show
how much better off were those on the land
than the people who were in the eity. It
will not be possible to carry out the sugges-
tion made by the member for North-East

Fremantle {Mr. Tonkin) yesterday, that
every man shou)d he his own em-
ployer. Immediately we  start  that
policy, we throw others out of em-
plovinent. To-day we have complaints

from furniture makers. So many people are
making furniture in their backyards. Im-
mediately & man starts to work for himself
he throws someone else out of employment.
and 5o I cannot sce that the hon. memhber’s
suggestion will prove a solution of om
troubles. Then the hon, member stated thal
iff the people who have money will not in-
vest it in industry, the Government ought to
do it,

The Minister for  Agriculture: Other
countries are becoming self-sustained.

Mr., LATHAM: That is the real inter-
national trouble

The Minister for Agriculture: What are
the French farmers doing? They are great
profectionists.

Myr. LATHAM: Until Australia prohib-
1ed the entry of goods from France and
Jtaly into the Commonwealth, we were snp-
plying those countries with a certain amount
of our wheat. When we lold them that we
were no longer taking their goods, they
naturally replied that they did not want our
wheat, and they put up their tariff on wheat.

Mr. Withers: Theyx oniy bought our wheat
because they wanted it.

Me, LATHAM: The people in Europe
to-day must be suifering on account of the
high price they have to pay for bread, and
yvet we have been selling wheat at under 3s.
a bushel.

The Minister for Justice: The people
vou are talking about have got over their
difficulties by not paying their debis.

Mr. LATHAM: No territory can hecome
great unless it can expand its industry.

Mr. Nulsen; That would not be done on
low prices.

Mr. LATHAM: We mnst borrow money
or it must come out of industry, There
comes a time when it is not possible to bor-
row money, and we must always bear that
in mimd, Immediately the priees of wheat
and wool fell, thousands of people were
thrown out of emplovment, There never
was such prosperity as when the prices of
those commodities were high. If the farm-
ers can supply wheat that will bring 5s. or
Gs. a bushel, or wool that will bring 25, a
b, it will be casy to horrow mouey, be-
cause the earning capacity of the people has
improved. 1t is no use our paying high
wages if industry will not provide the money
fo enable those high wages to be paid. Of
what use is it to pay high wages if that is
going to kill industry?

Mr. Nulsen: What is Awerica doing?

Mr. LATHAXM : Anerica was supposed to
be one of the most wonderful countries in
the world. Yet we find now that it is ex-
periencing the ereatest difliculties. No fewer
than 2,000 banks collapsed there,

Miss Holman: That is all being altered
now,

Mr. LATHAM: We made it impossible
for our banks to close their doors.

The JMinister for Agriculture: You ean-
not blame the toilers for what happened
there.

Mr. LATHAM: T am not blaming the
tollers; why should I?7 We are the toilers.

The Minister for Lands: America is eor-
recting al} that now.

Mr. LATHAM: Hoosevelt is experiment-
ing, and the price of wheat will probahly
go up to 5s. a hushel.

The Minister for Lands: What Ameriea
has done has been a great help.

Mr. LATHAM: The member for North-
East Fremantle requires more money for
eduneation. It is well that the House should
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know that 93 per cent. of the expenditure
on education goes in salaries.

My, Tonkin: I want more teachers and
smaller classes,

Mr. LATHAM: No State has done more
Cor education than has Western Australia.
We provide free edueation right to the Uni-
versity, and it is no use asking the State to
agree to further expenditnve until we ean be
told where the money is to come from. The
extraordinary thing is that people helieve
the eandidates who stand on a platform and
make promises that they will get them some-
thing, But the people forget that the cost
of whatever is obtained for them does not
come out of the poekets of the eandidate.
Al the money that is spent by the State is
taken from the pockets of the people or
eise it is horrowed on their account. It is
no use making oneself a good fellow unless
one tells the people how the money is to be
got. T venture to believe that very few of
the electors arve prepared to back ithe hon.
member's proposal to spend more money on
education unless he tells them whenee the
additional funds are to be obhtained.

Miss Holman: People are positively ask-
ing for more education.

Mr. LATHAM: Of course, because they
think that they will get it at the other fel-
low's expense,

Mr. Tonkin: You should not judge every-
hody by yourself.

Mr. LATHAM: The Government have to
take the additional money out of the poc-
kets of the people, and so impoverish the
people. If we were to provide edueation
for our children ourselves, without wusing
State funds, we should do much better,

Mr. Tonkin: Where does the money go to
when it is taken out of the pockets of the
people? Tt cireulates.

Mr. LATHAM: The hon. member wants
to put more money into the pockets of the
teachers,

Mr. Tonkin: That money would go into
business channels.

Mr. LATHAM: Some of it would be lost
in the process, though,

Mr. Tonkin: No,

Mr. LATHAM: 1 repeat that 93 per
cent, of the money spent on eduecation is
absorbed in salarics. I de not know why
the officers of the Edueation Department
should expect to be relieved of cuts which

everybody else has bad to suffer—members
of Parliament, judges, public servants, and
so on. It is ufterly unfair to exempt one
section while asking all the other seetions to
bear ecuts,

Miss Hohnan: But vou cut down the edu-
eational facilities; wou closed the Train-
ing College.

Mr, LATHAM: Should the State go on
training teachers when there is no employ-
ment for them?

Miss Holman: Teachers are being trained.

Mr. LATHAM: The hon. member zhould
knew that during the last three years there
has heen a great falling-off in the marriages
of female teachers. There is no use in
training teachers who cannot he absorbed.

Miss Holman: You put on monitors aged
24 years,

Mr. LATHAM : Many men will not go to
country schools. Buf for women teachers,
there would he great difficulty in supplying
educational requirements in the eountry, At
this period we should give consideralion to
heads of families instead of teachers,

Miss Holman: Speak for yourself,

Mr. LATHAM: I do speak for mysclf,
and I associate myself with the hon, mem-
ber interjecting. I know of no school which
has been closed simply because of the de-
pression, and teachers have merely heen
asked to make the same sacrifice as the rest
of the public servants.

My, Tonkin: Salaries were cut down, and
classes were increased in size,

Mr. LATHAM: I have never heard it
asserted that the efficiency of our eduea-
tional serviee is not up to the general stand-
ard.

Mr., Tonkin: Tt is not what it should be,

Mr. LATHAM : There were some teachers
who ought never to have bLeen teachers,

Mr, Tonkin: Not so.

_Mr. LATHAM: Generally speaking, I
have never heard any complaints that
teachers in Western Australia are not eap-
able of doing what teachers elsewhere do.
Some of our teachers have realised that they
had hetter not teach, and in consequence have
left the service.

Mr. Tonkin: You will admit that class-
rooms are over-crowded. There must bhe a
limit to the number of children a teacher
can deal with efficiently.

Mr. LATHAM: T do not doubt that there
must he a limit. Tt is admitted that some
of our schools are over-erowded; hut, after
all, we ean give the people only what they
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can afford to pay for. It is wrong tv advo-
cate increased payments in that direetion
while so many of our people are unable to
find employment, The hon. member further
said that rthere should be a higher standard
of education to enable persons to enjoy in-
creazed leisure, My experience tells me
that the more cdueated and the more sophis-
ticated people become, the greater is their
expenditure on pleasures and luxuries, As
regards the difference hetween prosperity
and depression, it has bheen said that in
times of prosperity « man ean have wire and
pleasures, whercas when depression comes
along he has beer and his fiveside, The more
highly edueated people hecome, the more
extravagant do their tastes become.

Mr. Tonkin: And so those people ereate
more employment. as the result of their
greater demands,

Mr. LATHAM: Their demands are gener-
alty for foreign wines, foreign tobacco, and
that sort of thing. The only reference that
I see in the Speech to the North-West deals
with bananas and pineapples. T am pleased
to know that at Carnarvon pineapples and
bananas are being grown, Latterly we have
heard nothing of the production of peanuts
there. The hos. memher representine that
district was rendering a great serviee fo the
people of the North-West, hut he left the
district for a sphere in which hig services
cannot be so elliciently utilised. On behalt
of the people of the North-West and on
hehalf of the hon. member T regret thai he
eannot render here half the service he eould
render in the North-West, Tropical ad-
visers are searce in Austrabia, and T dare say
it will he a long time hefore the present
Government fill the position which the hon.
memher has vacated.

My, Tonkin: Cannot he advise them from
here?

My, LATHAM: Personal demonstration is
worth more than all the talking, Some
means must be found of providing a mar-
ket for the surplus sheep of the North-West.
Such a market will bring greater prosperity
to the North-West than will the emplovment
of some 60 wmen in hanana-growing. Thr
people of the North-West eannot expect to
engage in an export trade of either bonanas
or pineapples. Having had something to do
with irrigation, T know that one canneot
profitably irrigate country exeept by gravi-
tation. Where water has to be pumped, 1t
is impossible to compete with such conntries
as the Straits Settlements and Queensland.

Supplying our own requirements in the way
of hananas and pineapples is a sound busi-
ness propositon, but it is wrong to suggest
that Western Australia ean export those
fruits.

Alr. Wise: No one has ever sugwrested it,

Mr. LATHAM: Let me read the relevant
paragraph  from the Lient. --Governor’s
Speech—

The growth of pincapples in the Gascoyne
wis first aftempted in February, 1931, One
hundred eases have been placed upen the Perth
mmket sinee fruiting commenced two montl_zs
sgo. The guality is supcrh; there is a splendid
export trade abead, und there appears to be
a0 reason why the North-West should not at
onee satisfy the demands of loeal markeis and,
at the same thme, establish an important can-
ning and export trade

I did not write that paragraph.

Mr. Wise: That refers to pineapples.

Mr. LATHAM: TUsing irrigation other-
wise than by gravitation, we ecannot possibly
comjrete with such countries as Queensland
or the Straits Settlements. Let us turn our
attention to secing what enn he done to help
the pastoralists of the North-West.

The Minister for Mines: You did not help
them very much,

Mr. LATHAM: We at least provided
them wiih some security to offer to the
people who had advanced them money. Thus
we saved those pastoralists from heing
harassed for repayment.

The Minister for Mines: There will he no
prosperity in the North-West until there has
heen a readjustinent of holdings.

My, DATHAM: No purpose will be served
by eutting up the holdings. Millions of
acres of Crown lands are sti)l available in
the North-West. However, it is impossible
for pastoralists there to carry all the stoek
they are now forced to carry because of the
ahsence of a market. I will finish by asking
the Minister for Mines whether he proposes
to tell the House something about the
prospecting parties he has sent out. I know
he has sent out eoachloads of men. As fo
the capabilities of these men I say nothing,
not heing competent to judge: bot it is no
use for the Minister to expect them to find
gold in the townships.

The Minister for Mines: If thev stay in
the townships, thev will not get sustenance
in the following month.

Mr. LATHAM: They should go into areas
not already fossicked-over.
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The Minister for Mines: No, they shonld
not. That remark shows bow much you
know about mining.

Mr. LATHAM : Time alone wili decide the
question. Men are being sent up who know
little or nothing about prospecting, and they
are to prospect areas already examined,
wherever there is water, by the old prospee-
tors,

The Mnister for Lands: More gold is
being got on prospected areas now than has
been got during the past 20 years,

Mr. LATHAM: But it is not being got by
new meun,

The Minister for Mines: Those men have
not yet gone out. Give them a chance.

Mr. LATHAM: What provision is being
made for water supplies for those men, for
the conveyance of their tools and so forth?
I know what happened when the previons
Government sent out prospecting parties.

The Minister for Mines: You need not
worry about what will happen under the
present Government’s scheme.

Mr. LATHAM : Now as to the reclamation
work at the Causeway. That work was closed
down because it was found that only 20 per
cent. of the expenditure went in wages.

The Minister for Works: Who told you
that?

Mr. LATHAM: We found out that 80 per
cent. of the expendifure went in material.

The Minister for Works: Just the reverse.
Over 80 per cent. of the expenditure goes
in wages.

Mr. LATHAM : T am sorry I have not the
papers here. On the Estimates I shall have
an opportunity to quote the Minister’s own
figoves. Twenty men were going fo be em-
ployed within a certain time.

The Minister for Works: I never said
anything of the kind. Do not quote the
“West Ausiralian” to me. It is frequently
wrong with regard to wme.

Mr. LATHAM : Could it not be wrong in
my case? We have now gol an admission
with which I am highly pleased. The reason
why the late Government shut down an oil-
burning engine was simply that we could not
afford to use our valuable funds to huy
material.  We had to use our funds for
wages. I counsel the Minister to give serioug
consideration fto the cost of running that
engine before he re-starts it.

The Minister for Works: The machine
in question was doing the work more cheaply
than any similar work had ever been done

in this country. In econneetion with that
job a larger percentage of the expenditure
goes in Jabour than is the case on any other
Jjob.

Mr. LATHAM: I do not know where the
expenditure on lahour is, then. The bridge-
building must e all wages.

The Minister for Works:
wages.

Mr, LATHAM: It must be, unless the
Government are using imported material,
and 1 hope they are not. I shall have some-
thing further to say regarding this matter
on the Estimates. I hope the Minister will
not start the Fremantle road work until the
House has had an opportunity of expressing
its opinion on that project. A road to cost
£20,000 or £22,000 per mile is something the
small population of this State eannot pos-
sibly afford under existing conditions.

It is not all

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.ne.

Mr., LATHAM: I hope the House will
have an opportunity to know exactly how
much money is to be spent on the Fre-
mantle-road.  The information we have
gleaned through the Press indicates that
between £20,000 and £23,000 a mile is to be
spent. In view of present-day eouditions,
any such expenditure is not justified.

The Minister for Works: It will not be
Government money.

Mr. LATHAM: If it is not Government
money, I do not know what money is to be
spent there.

The Minister for Works: ¥You ought to
know.

Mr. LATHAM: It will probably be
money received from traflic fees.

The Minister for Works: Yes.

Mr. LATHAM: If that is so, it is a tre-
nendous amount of money to spend on one
road. I predict that the Govermment will
receive many requests from local governing
bodies to make up the deficiency, sceing
that they will be deprived of the use of
that money.

The Minister for Works: You bad better
talk to the member for Nedlands about this
matter hecause he wants it.

Mr. LATHAXM: T hope the Minister will
stand up against unreasonahle demands.

The Minister for Works: T will remember
that when yon come to me with requests.
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Mr. BATHAM: So far as I know. I have
made one request and I ean assure you,
Mr, Speaker, my application was turned
down. Naturally I shall be envious regard-
ing what other hon. members may he able
to secure. In my opinion, the heavy traffic
to Fremantle should he diverted to the ex-
pensive road that the Government built some
time ago.

Mr. Sleeman: How would you get the
lieavy traffic across the river, seeing that
the Canning Bridge will not take it?

Mr. LATHAM: It would he preferable
to put that bridge in order rather than
spend upwards of £23,000 per mile on 12
miles of roud between Pevth and Fremantle.
As a matter of fact, this proposition was
placed before the previous Admimstration
but the cost of removing the pipe from the
centre of the road was found to represent
a tremendous item in itself. In these cir-
cumstances, I hope the Minister will give
serions consideration to the matter before
he decides to go on with the work.

The Minister for Works: I have not yet
decided what is to be done.

Mr. LATHAM: Aeccording to the Press
report, I understood this was what the Min-
ister intended to do.

The Minister for Works: No, the Press
statement was that it represenfed the en-
gineer’s estimate. It was not represented
as my idea.

Mr, LATHAM: I can refresh my memory
fromn the newspaper cutting on that point.
Members will not have an oppoertunity to
pass the expendifure involved if ihe money
is to he taken from the traffic fees received
by the Government. This phase is serious
enough, but a still more serious feature is
the competition that may be developed be-
tween motor vehicles and the railways with
regard to passenger traflic. If the Govern-
ment construct a reinforced eonerete high-
way hetween Perth and Fremantle, pressure
will he brought to bear on the Government
te permit the carriage of passengers by road,
which will represent a very serious form of
competition with our railway serviee.

The Minister for Works: That is going on
now,

Mr. LATHAM: Not to the extent that is
likely should the road be constructed along
the lines indicated.

The Minister for Works: At present there
are taxis lerving Perth for Fremantle every
three minutes.

Mr, LATHAM: Perbaps the problem
wounld he nearer solution if the JMinister
for Works were to take np residence in the
city, for he would nof then require such a
good road upon which to speed home at
night.

The Minister for Justice: The Minister
for Works does not proceed home along the
Pertli-Fremantle road.

Mr, LATHAM: He will in future. I am
concerited abont this matter, and I hope
the Minister will take the position of the
ratlways into consideration hefore he arrives
at a definite decision. During the lust clec-
tion there was a lot of talk about the Green-
mouni road deviation. T have been informed
by the ex-Minister for Works {Mr. Lind-
say) that the present Minister for Works
signed the contract for that work.

The Minister for Works: That is abso-
lutely and entirely wrong.

Mr. LATHAM: Perhaps the Minister
will refresh his memory by having a look
at the file to ascertain whether or not he
did sign the contract, The Mitchell Gov-
ernment earried out the work.

The Minister for Works: There is not an
ounee of truth in that.

Mr. LATHAM: That was the informa-
tion given to me, and if that were the posi-
tion, the eriticism against the Mitchell Gov-
ernment was quite unfair,

The Minister for Works: It was not un-
fair: it was absolutely correct. Do you think
the former Minister for Works would have
sat still in his place here and not advanced
that point i1f it had heen eorrect?

Mr. LATHAM: T do not think it was
mentioned.

The Minister for Works: It was, by one
member on this side of the House.

Mr. LATHAM: If T had been left to my
own resources, I would have completed my
remarks hefore the tea adjournment and
thus obviated the necessity for members re-
turning to the Chamber. Before concluding,
Y want the Governmen{ to understand that
eriticism offered by members of the Oppo-
gition will not he of an obstructional nature,
I do not think it would be fair for one
moment for ex-Alinisters, with the know-
ledge they have of administration during
the past three years, to adopt tactics calen-
lated to make the position of the present
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Government harder than it will necessavily
be during the next three years. During that
period, the Governmem will be hard put to
it to give cffect to the wishes of the people
and to provide the necessary money. There
are one or two matters that could he taken
in hand with a view to assisting the prim-
ary industries upon which the State depends.
The buik handling system, if installed, will
materially assist the farning community who
will be saved between £400,000 and
CoU0,000 a vear, I hope whatever steps ave
tiken regarding bulk handling will not have
the effect of wnduly delaying the iniroduc-
tion of the system, We cannot increase
pnices, but we can reduee eosts. and it is the
responsibility of every member to reduce
the cost of primary production in every pos-
sible direction. The money saved if we do
not have to bny our jute supplies from Tndia
will be eireulated within the State

Mr. Wansbrough: What ahout the long
haulage over the railways?

Mr. LATHAM: The haulage in this State
is nothing compared with that ohtaining in
Canada, Americn and the Arpentine. In
Canada wheat is railed for 2,000 miles from
the central provinces to the Pacifie eonst,

The Minisler for Lands: Canada
water traflic,

Mr. LATHAM: Not in the direction I
have indieated. They have water traffic from
Fort William and Port Arthur but, in the
other direction, theve is the long railway
hanlage that T have indieated to the Pacifie
coast, and huge terminals have been erected
at Vietoria Island and Vanecouver,

Mr. Sleeman: What do vou propese to do
rearvdine the large number of men whao will
he displaced from their present employment?

Mr. LATHAM : The money saved by the
installation of the bulk handling system will
he spent here. Tt is preferahle to cireulate
that money among the workers of Western
Australia than to send it to India for cir-
culation among the workers theve.

Mr. Hawke: A liftle while ago vou were
arguing to the contrary,

Mr. LATHAM: Not at all.

Mr. Sleeman: You said we sent our goods
clsewhere and secured their goods in return.

Mr. LATHAM: Of course, because we
have to buy those moods. Tt is regrettahle
that the primary producer has to sell his
produee in the cheapest markets of the
warld in eommetition with that produced
most eheaply and, in torn, buy in the dear-

has

est markets. 1f memhers give a little con-
siderativn to this important problem, they
will realise the importance of bringing the
industrial seetion into closer touch with the
producing seetion. 1 assure the Premier and
members of his Government that for the
next three years I hope the Qpposition will
not be eharged with obstruction tactics to
the disadvantage of the State, While we
reserve the right to criticise the Govern-
ment, we shall endeavour to see that the
policy upen which they were returred to
power is given effect to as mueh as pessible,
always seeing to it that due regard is shown
fur the requirements of industry as well as
the inierests of the industrial movement.

ME. WISE ({iaszoyne} [7.40]: Tt is my
desire to take this eavly opportunity in the
dehate to zubmit a case particularly on be-
half of those people who reside within the
boundaries of my constituency and north of
the Clascoyne. T am prompted to speak thus
early for severa] reasons, and I lope that in
following the Leader of the Opposition, 1
may he able to submit more concrete facts
to the House than he has succeeded in doing.
Refore proceeding with my vemarks, I de-
sire to- conzratulnte you, Mr, Speaker, on
vour elevation to (he honourable position
vou now ocenpy. To the Premier, the
Leader of the Opposition, and the Leader
of the Nationalist Party, I also ex-
tend my congratulations and sincere wishes
that each of them will retain, for a very
lopg term indeed, their present respective
positions. 1 listened intently fo the
reading of the Lient-Covernor’s Speech.
Doublless there were many inferesting fea-
tures. Something was said about the North-
Western portion of the State, and more was
said in the Speech under that heading than
in any previous Speeeh of which T have any
knowledge. More might have heen said to
advantage. If members vepresenting North-
West constituencies may regard what was
stated, even in passing, as an augury of the
intention of the Labour Government to re-
alise, as they have done in the past more
than any other Administration, the needs of
that part of the State, we shall he very
happy. Should that not be the position, I
can assure you, Mr, Speaker, that the com-
parative silenee of the Governor's Speech
will not necressarily commit members repre-
senting northern constituences to a poliey
of silence. On the contrary, it will stimu-
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late enthusiasm and provide inspiration to
them to present to members a case that wili
be unanswerahble, Before proceeding along
these lines and quoting definite instances of
the injustice that has been meted out to the
North-West, I must point out that every
worth-while facility that the North enjoys
at present—the State ships, the meatworks,
bridges and roads, where there are anv—all
stand to the eredit of previous Labour Ad-
ministrations, Beecause of that, it is elear
that the greatest hoon to that part of the
State for the last four vears has been not
the supposed extension of the pastoral
leases, but the return to power of a Lahour
Government, If members read the country
newspapers, they will know that there is at
present an agitation throughout the North-
West, which has emanated from branches of
the Returned Soldiers’ League at varicug
centres, the objeet of which is to have
something better accomplished in the in-
terests of the North-West in partienlar.
Great prominence has heen given to this
agitation in the columns of the local Press.
I will refer to a recent leader in the “North-
ern Times” of Carnarvon. It iz headed
“Wake up WNorth-West,” and it outlines
what the previous Government did for the
North-West, such as the appointment of that
burlesque North-West committee consisting
of one or two St. George’s Terrace pastoral-
ists, members of the Perth Chamber of Com-
meree, Perth merchants and a few politicians
from the North-West. One of those politi-
cians has a knowledge of the MNorth-West
which would be embraced in a comfortable
tour on the “Koolinda” now and then, He
rarely goes ashore, and I believe his impres-
sions of that part of Western Australia arve
obtained by looking through the wrong end
of the telescope from the shin’s deck,
firmly believing that “distance lends en-
chantment to the view.” He was inter-
ested in a property within 120 miles of
a North-West port, but he has never been
on that property. THis interest is purely of
a specnlative nature, just as most of the
people of the South regard the North in
speculative terms only. Turning for 2
moment to finance, just consider all the
money which has heen derived from the
Norih-West in direct taxation. Those figures
have never heen made available. Tt is just
as possible to burn ashestos as to bring a
blush to the checks of an established politi-
cian, but if politicians could blush I am sure

the figures L am about to quote would bring
about that phenomenon. 1 have striven hard
to get the whole of Lhe fignres, but the only
ones T am able to secure are Commonwealth
figures, and that by the grace of the Deputy
Commissioner of Federal taxation, figures
which speak for themselves. It is no imagi-
nary case; this is no Father Christmas story,
it is not just a myth for I have bhere figures
for five years, and thev will surely give an
indieation of what the North has paid. Dnr-
ing a five-year period the North paid in
Federal income taxation alone, £282,000. In
Commonwealth land tax, the Lord knows
how much the North has paid. That is the
most ininquitous tax this State or any other
part of the Commonwealth has ever had in-
flicted on it. That tax has never served the
purpose for which it was originaliy intended.
It was instituted to keep a ¢heck on the over-
running of the country by large estates, and
it has failed miserably. But although the
figures regarding that tax are unavailable, I
should imagine a sum far in excess of our
State income tax has been gleaned by the
Commonwealth from that sonrce. However,
£252,000—these are certified figures—has
been collected in five years by the Common-
wealth in ineome {ax north of the 26Gth
parallel, which is a little north of the Mur-
chison River. The State income tax ecollected
np there in the same period would, I sup-
pose, approach that sum. 1 tried to get the
figrures of land rentals, but although the Min-
ister endeavoured to assist me in that, there
was not sulficient time for the purpose be-
fore the House sat. It is the right of every
member ot the House to have those figures;
it is not right that they should he kept from
memhers, and it is certainly not our Fault if
the departmental system of bookkeeping
does not permit of our procuring them. [
have nuoted to you the £252,000 paid by the
North in Federal income tax in five vears.
The North-West has eontributed no less than,
and probably a great deal more than,
£4,000,000 to the combined Treasuries dur-
ing this century. And what have we had
n return? However, that is net where the
value of the North has really existed: from
a production point of view it has had the
South-West or any other part of the Com-
monwealth per eapita knocked into a cocked
hat. There are living north of the 26th
parallel at the moment not so many as 6,000
people. In an area which comprises almost
haif the State, or nearly 450,000 square
miles, there are fewer people than are to be
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found within a mile of this House at the
present momen{. And those people of the
North have contributed the direct taxation
T have mentioned, and from a national
wenlth-producing point of view they have
produced one-third of our wool cheque, have
been prominent in the production of heef

aund ihe export of sheep, and have
produced  £10,000,000 in pear! shell and
pearls.  And what have they had? The

South-West, in addition to having had many
millions expended on it, has enjoyed every
possible facility that snceessive Govern-
mwents eould afford to provide, bas indeed
reaped the benefit of all the money advanced
hy the North-West, In every distriet down
South where Government money has been
spent every possible faeility has been pro-
vided. But that is nol so with us. We
have no roads, no railways, and very few
telephones. We have very little of which
the poorest village in the South-West can
hoast, I am actuated to bring up these
arguments becanse already, very early in my
parlizmentary eareer, I have been told by
Under Secretaries when puiting up a ease
for a certain function that that particular
ntility owes the Treasury so much. Irom
Ministers I have had a wonderfully sym-
pathetic hearing in every instance, but my
answer to the Under Secretaries wonld be,
“The North owes you nothing, Never mind
whether any particular item owes yon any-.
thing.” Whatever is just or justice for us,
we endeavour to fight for to the last ditch. I
find that within the arca north of the Mar-
chison River there are about one-third of
the total sheep of this State; about one-
third of our wool cheque comes from that
region while from the Port of Carnarvon a
total of 26,000 bales of wool was shipped
last vear. Members, of course, are aware
that the total wool production of the State
was only 220,000 bales, So it is quite fit-
ting that every possible consideration should
be given to that part of the State whenever
any facility secks assistance. Very few
people realise what the rest of Australia
owes to the North-West. Very few people
have had the case -presented to them, and
in view of the response I have had from
Ministers I feel sure it has never heen
justly presented hefore. Should anything
happen which is at all to the detriment of
the North-West it receives the utmost pub-
lieity in onr metropolitan newspapers; bt
suppose the South-West meets with any such
mighap, it will be found poked away in some

remote corner of the paper. If the Port
Hedland-Aarble Bar railway does not show
a profit vou will find the announcement set
forth under great headlines, with the sug-
gestion that the continued existence of the
ralway is in danger. T know the Govern-
ment recognise that that railway is a neces-
sary service and is not likely to be discon-
tinued. But it is remarkable that although
perhaps £14,000,000 has bheen expended to
holster up the rural industries in the South-
West, when an extra million or so is needed
in the case of towns that have been built
up and have prospered on Government losses,
we do not see any mention of it in the Press.
Let me return for a moment to that fam-
ous North-West eommittee whiech T men-
tioned earlier: One of its recommendations
was an extension of pastoral leases, and an-
other was that there should be no restrict-
tion of areas of pastoral leases. Both those
vecommendalions were ealenlated to assist in
the populating and developing of the North-
West. Be that as it may, the passing of the
Land Act Amendment Bill of 1932 relating
to pastoral leases may cr may not have heen
the outcome of that recommendation. In
any event, perhaps the higgest piece of
political bluff this comntry has known for
many years is that Aet, which is supposed
to extend pastora] leases. It does nothing
of the sort. Tt is not possible under that
Act to extend a pastorsl lease until 1982, as
the Act purports to do. Let me explain: In
Seetion 2 of the Aet, Crown lands open lo
seleciion for pastoral purposes may be
leased, subject to the provisions of Part X.
of the principal Aef, for a term expiring
on the 31st day of Decemmber, 1982, That is
only Crown land open for selection. This
Act, T take it, emanated from the party
which clnims to know all the requirements
of those people whom I represent, but it
geems to me they were heautifully hood-
winked in the presentation of the Act. That
Act for the purpose for which it was in-
tended iz unseless, and under it no lease has
heen extended, although the Aet has bheen
in operation since the 1st of January. Why?
Beeause under that Act it is not pessible
so to do. Scetion 6 hunis it alomg a hit
further and mentions existing pastoral leases.
Tarly in Mareh T eriticised that Act
from the public platform, and was
severely taken to task hy an accidental
Minister, who eriticised me in many ways.
But Seetion 6 permits of the extension of
pastoral leases only at any time within one
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year from the commencement of the Act.
It provides that the lease to be extended
may be surrendered and a new lease may be
granted under Seetion 2 of the Act, pro-
vided that it the lease is subject to any re-
gistered mortgage or encumbrance the con-
sent of the mortgagee or encumbrancer shall
be necessary. So if there is a mortgage on
the lease that mortgage must be lifted, aud
should new leases be applied for i€ is kel
to cost many of the nnfortunate leaseholders
a sum up to, say, £500 for stamp
duty alone. 1 take it that as Labour
Governments have always had to amend
the mistakes of other Governments, it
will e found necessary to amend this mis-
take. The Act, as it stands, is quite ineffec-
tive and quite inopevative. 1t defeated its
olject=. Neither has the Act heen availed
of, nor were the four North-West seats won.
I was very pleased to notice a reference in
the Speech, to one portion of which the
Leader of the Opposition alluded and on
which e and His Excellency agreed. T, tuo,
quire agree with them on that point, but it
iy remarkable that he waited until he was
in Oppasition before agreeing to it. [ re-
fer to the reduction of interest, a watier
that is very vital to anyone engagzed in
primary industry, The lLeader of the Op-
position made use of these words, “Prinary
industries are languishing on aecourl of in-
terest charges.” There is considerable simi-
larity between that statement and the state-
ment of a prominent pastoralist, Mr, Roh-
inson, who returned from the North
recently.  Mr. Robinson was reported to
have zaid, “Inferest generally is too high;
6 per cent. to pastoralists when money is
g0 plentiful is more than the industry ean
pay.” In the annual report of Messis.
Goldsbrough, Mort & Co., the chairman
after condemning all Governments and their
charges, siid, “There is a hurze amount of
meney being spent which we definitely can-
not aiferd, and whieh <hould he saved for
the beneit of raral industries, which are
languishing  under conditions whieh it is
within the power of Australian Pavlinments
to alleviate.™ I uagrev with those remarks
with the addition of the words “with the in-
troduction ot a Bill to reduee interest intes,”
though the chainnan of the rirm did not use
those words. The greatest burden on the
industry  is  represented by the excessive
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interest charges made possible and imposed
by such usurious people. To-day the equity
in property has diminished considerably. I
know men who took up sheep stations to the
value of £10,000 to £20,000. To do so
they had to borrow money, and money was
poured out to them. If they wanted £1,000,
it was suggested that they should take £2,000.
To-day their equity has vanished in diminish-
ing values, but the amount owing bhas not
been reduced. The rates of interest charged
during the period of depression have been
the same. Although other costs controllable
by the pastoralist have been reduced, no re-
duction has been made in charges outside his
eontrol. Let me quote Mr. Robinson again.
He said, “The handling charges by brokers
have been doubled since the appraisement
scheme.” Stock and station firms have built
up wonderful reserves. Some of the smaller
firms liave reserves of £2000,000, most of
which money has been made by selling com-
missions, interest charges, agencies for pas-
toralists, and trading generally. In some
instances where those firms have controlled
property, two, and at times, three, commis-
sions have been made on the one sale. That
is unfortunate foy the pastoralist who is now
nowinally the owner but is really only the
manager. It is sad that snch o state of
affairs should be possible. I would welcome
any suggestion by the CGovernment for the
introduction of a Hill 1o reduce interest
rates.  The Specel =aid it would be a good
thing for us, internally and externally, the
Leader of the Oppesition applauds it, and
the chairman of Messrs. Goldsbrough, Mort
& Co. says it is within the power of Govern-
ments to do so. T trust the Government will
see ils way clear to introduce sneh legislation.
Referring again (o stock and station agents,
Ifind they are more concerned with paving
dividends than with the general welfare of
the industry. The ¢hairman of directors of
one of the firms, speaking in London, stated
that although they would be ahle to pay 8
per cent. on thal oceasion, he deplored that
owing to the possibility of the introduction
in Australian Parliaments of legislation to
reduce interest, they might not he able to
pay that dividend next vear. That is a very
unfortunate position for the shareholders!
What is the other side of the picture? In
my electorate recently I came across a young
man working at an out-camp 300 miles from
a port and 30 miles from the homestesd, and
he was receiving 33s. a week. He also re-
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ceived rations, but anything particular such
as spuds and onions he had to buy for him-
self. I should like to point out the diffienl-
ties under whicl the small pasforalists par-
tieularly, but pastoralists generally, labour
with respect to transport and the cost of
commodities. When potatoes and onions arve
£3 per ton in Perth, in portions of my elec-
torate they cost £20. When I suggest and
invite consideration for the difficulties arising
from freights and transport in my electorate
—all other parts of the State have received
hencfits in this direction—I feel sure that my
pleadings will not be in vain. One matter
which, amongst pastoralists of the North, is
very contentious, is that of the appraisement
of leases. Omne of the legitimate charges
made by Governments for the use of our
heritage is that of land rentals based on ap-
praisement values. Those values are not
arrived at by guesswork. Nearly all Gov-
ernment charges are based on something, but
it would be difficult to find a bhasis for nearly
all the eharges made by the firms to whom
I have referred. A suggestion was made to
me recently by a very snccessful pastoralist,
and I feel sure members will appreciate it
if they realise the difficulties of transpoit.
He pointed out that 70 per cent, of the cost
of land rentals—in other words, appraise-
ment values—is a matter of transport.
Anomalies exist such as land adjoining a
port heing appraised at 32s. 6d. per 1,000
acres, while land 200 miles from a port
is appraised at a figure almost ap-
proaching it. In the one case transport costs
te and from the port may be 15s. per fon;
in the other case transport costs may be £15
per ton. When any re-appraisement is
possible, I trust that the existing anomalies
will be removed. One thing is very neces-
sary and I commend it to the attention of
the Government, and that is the need for an
officer engaged solely in research work for
the benefit of the pastoral industry. It is
vital to the industry. In my previous
position 1 had, in some small measure, to
conple that work with my other duties.
When an officer 15 appointed in my
sicad, I trust that the words of an
hon. member in another place, fo whom I
have previously referred, will he remem-
hered. The Leader of the Opposition men-
tioned that, in entering politics. I had de-
prived the people of that serviee, but I
would remind him that sinee my election,
I have earried out every duty of that posi-

tion in an honorary capacity. By my clee-
tion the people of the North have so far
been deprived of nothing.

The Minister for Lands: We are saving -
money hy it.

Mr. WISE: T challenge any member
presenl to say that iy knowledge of the
North-West, regarded as a district, is not
comparable with that of any member in
¢ither House.

The Minister for Works: The State will
new have the benefit of that knowiledge.

Mr, WISE: Whether the words of the
Leader of the Opposition prove true or the
words of an hon. member of another place,
his foreeast proved incorrect when he pre-
dicted for me a very sad and watery cnd,
whereas the clectors decided otherwise, That
gentleman stated from the platform that I
was only appointed to a permanent position
heeause I promised to show no interest in
politics, That is a dreadfnl thing to say
of any civil servant. Beeanse T was a civil
servant and, T trust, an efficient one, perhaps
his remarks were hostilely directed to me.

Mr. Thorn: Who was the hon, member
of another place?

Mr. WISE: Mr. Baxler,

Mr. Hawke: He would sav anything.

AMr. WISE: Mv. Baxter said, “When the
Mitehell Government are refurned to power.
I will take steps to introduee legislation fo
prevent eivil servants from taking an undue
interest in polities.” Fortunately, nui very
much nhotice was taken of his ramblings
while he was on that North-West tour.
Members might consider me failing in my
duty if I do not mention hananas and pine-
apples. During the course of my speech 1
have endeavoured to deal with the past
rather than the future, and though I have
not purposely mentioned what. at times, are
termed our vast potentialities. I would
rather refrain at this stage from mention-
ing such as exist. 1 was very glad to see
a reference in the Speech to the new indus-
try in Carnarvon, with which 1 can claim
to have had something to do. Very few
people in the South. who are now paving
from 1s. 6d. to 2s. a dozen for Javanese
hananas, know the extent to which they
are contributing to the Federal Treasury.
It may be a startling announcement to make
that in the past three years no less than
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£25000 has been gatliered in from that
dirvection alone.

The Minister for Lamds: In duty?

Mr. WISE: Yes. This has come from
the people of Perth, not so much from the
people in the country, because the trade
there is not vet sufficiently organised. 1
can see n definite way of preventing that
meney from going out of the Siate, and
will uze every persuasive power I have to
induce the Premier to nvercome this situa-
tion. I say definitely that a third of that
sum at the most, if advanced to assist those
at present engaged in the industry at Car-
narvon, would enable us to overtake our
present vequirements in Perth in the mat-
ter of hananas. If the people of Carnarvon
had the Agricultural Bank \ct extended to
them, they would quickly overtake the de-
mand for this fruit. This £25,000 is a col-
ossal sum for the peopie of PPerth to have
to pav for Javanese hananas. I have seen
the loeal industry graw. When I returned
from Queensland in 1929 there were 70
hanana suckers in Carnarvon, T had to face
the hostility of the local people whe had ex-
perienced previous failures, and who elaimed
that they had had no one to advise them
along right lines, T hope my word on irriga-
tion matters will be taken before the ward
of the Leader of the Opposition. It is a faet
that from the 70 planis, coupled with many
thousands of suckers which have since come
from Queensland, the Perih markets are
now reeeiving practically 209 cases of ban-
anus a fortnight.  When the new blocks
which were recently made available by the

Minister for Lands have reached the
productive stage, they will be able to
produce all the requirements of this

State.  The bananas from Carnarvon have
been the cheapest the people have ever been
ahle to enjoy. If the growers were to ra-
crive an adequate return for their produets,
there is no reason why tne people of the
metropolitan aren should pay more than
1s. a dozen.

The Minister For Works: What aout the
supply overtaking the demand?

AMe. WISE: T am thankful to say that
the area of country suited fo the production
of this fruit is limited. Tf the Treasurer is
able to make available a sum not excecding
£6,000 or £7,000—and possibly not as much
will be required—with which to assist the
industry, it will not he long hefore the

growers are able to wipe out this annual
contribution of £8,000 to the Federal Gov-
ernment.

Mr, Ferguson: Would the Agricultural
Bank help them in that way?

Mr. WISE: I would rather see the
money made available by the Treasurer, and
have a board appointed to attend to its dis-
tribution, 1 should not like to see a lot
of the machinery which I know is tacked
on to the Agricultural Bank operating in
the Carnarvon distriet. The business could
eusily FPunction through the present repre-
gentative of the Lands Department, who
knows everyone, at Carnarvon. I will take
care, for my part, to see that only legitimate
cases are helped. With the assistance of the
sum 1 have mentioned, the distriet is cap-
able of producing all the bananas required
hy the State. I should be averse to seeing
a hoom ereated. T am thankful the area
capable of producing this fruit is limited.
I should he very hostile to anything being
done that would lead to over-production.
With pineapples, however, the matter is on
a different Footing. It will be news to the
lLeader of the Opposition that last year
Queenstand exported to Canada £68,000
worth of canned pineapples,

Mr. Latham: And we imported pine-
apples from Singapore, too.

Mr. WISE: But I hope the hon. member
does not eat them. It is quite possible to get
the Aunstralian article, and I commend the
idea to the hon. member until sueh time as
we are growing our own pineapples. It will
be many vears before we overtake the local
demand for this fruit in its fresh state.
The people of Perth are not yet educated
up to eating it fresh, Members will agree
with me, if thev have ever tasted the Car-
narvon product, that it leaves nothing to
be desired. Recently T gpave the Premier a
pine, selected at random, weighing 9% 1hs,

Mr. Hawke: You shounld treat us all alike.

My, WISE: Great credit is due to two
voung Queenslanders who have made his-
tory in Carnarvon by their development of
the pineapple industry. I know of ne par-
allel in the world to the success which is
attending the growing of pineapples under
irrigation at Carnarven. Whether the water
ig delivered by reticulation or pumping does
not matter. In Queensland the cost of culti-
vation and chipping in the industrv exeeeds
the cost of pumping at Carnarvon. That will
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be news to the Leader of the Qpposition. It
is a tribute to Messrs, Cattamull and Beamz,
the two young Queenslanders to whom 1
have referred. 1 have been comnected with
the pineapple industry as long as I can
remember. With my father I had the hon-
our of placing the first fresh pineapples on
the London market. I was very sceptical
about the success that would attend the
cfforts of these yonng men, T thought that
the atmospheric dryness wounld he against
them in their attempts to grow the fruit,
but I am pleased fto say they have met with
a sunecess of which they must he justly
proud. Anything we ean do to induce our
people to eat that fruit in preference to the
Queensland or Javanese commodity we
should do. 1 hope we shall never cateh
either members of the Opposition or mem-
bers on this side eating imported pineapples
or hananas, There is another matter to
whieli I desire to draw the attention of the
Government. Although it may be regarded
as a minor matter, it is worthy of consider-
ation, I refer to the necessity for the
abolitior of the rovalty on kangaroo skins.
To some members this may be of less im-
portanee than peanuts, but to the men who
get their livelihood hy shooting kangaroos,
it is a sevious matter. The avomaly of the
position is that kangaroos are declared to
he vermin, but the Government collect
2d. royalty on each one. It is rather
a startling position. In the past skins
have bLeen selling at =z low price, but
the rovalty of 2d. means a good deal to the
man who bhuvs his ammunition, and it may
cost him 3d. a head to shoot the kangaroos.
I hope this anomaly will be removed.
America has eaptured the trade in kan-
garoo leather against the wonderful tanners
in Northamptonshive, England. 1 am pleased
that the Premier is so inferested that he is
getting into toueh with the Northampton
people, to sce whether we cannot keep
within the Empire and away from America
the many thousands of pounds involved.
I am very gratified on behalf of those of
my constituents who are engaged in the
sandalwood industry over the consideration
1 have already had at the bands of the Gov-
croment.  As a final shot I wish to say [
am proud to think that every case I have so
far put up to the Government has been so
good that everything I have applied for
directly I have received. T may be consid-
ered lncky, and [ may he an exeeption, but

iny eases certainly have all received the
utmost consideration,

The Minister for Lands:
good case.

Ar. WISE: In every instance I have re-
ceived a most sympathetic hearing,

My, Stubbs: I hope you will win regard-
ing the kangavoo skins,

Mr, WISE: I shall certainiy continue to
be a trier. Ceriain elalms for wy distriet
have received more consideration in the past
three months than has been accorded to
them altogether in the past four vears, I
am prond t¢ say that. 1 thank members for
their kindness to me in not putting me out
of my stride. YWhen any particular case for
the North-West presents itself to the House,
I trust members that no eonsideration will
be given to what (he North juay have owed
in actual money, but that eonsideration will
only ke given to what we as individuals and
what the Treasury in particular owes to the
people living north of the 26th paraliel.

On motion by My, Withers,
journed.

You put up a

debate ad-

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

THE PREMIER (Hon. P. Collier—
(Boulder) [8.27]: I move—

That the Mouse at its rising adjourn until
4.30 pm. fo-morrow.

Question—put and passed.

House adjourned ot 8.28 p.m.
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